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March 18, 2021 

Request for Proposals 

  
The York Water District is soliciting proposals from select consultants that do not have a contractual 
relationship with cellular carriers or other conflicts of interest to complete a community related study 
to assess the impact and risk-benefit ratio of installing a proposed wireless facility installation on the 
District’s York Heights Water Tank (5 Roots Rock Road).  The District established a sub-committee 
which includes representative neighborhood stakeholders to solicit expertise and current information 
on the potential impacts of this site installation as it compares to other potential choices and address 
concerns regarding this proposal.  The study findings may affect the YWD Trustees decision on 
whether to use this neighborhood water tower as a site for wireless technology. 
 
The District was approached by the Smartlink Group, a subcontractor representing New Cingular 
Wireless PCS, LLC (AT&T) tasked with locating a suitable site to enhance both cellular coverage 
and capacity in York, an area of currently lower network performance.  The York Water District’s 
facility was identified as a viable solution that utilized existing infrastructure. 
 
The installation would add six panel antennas to the top of the existing 65’ tall water storage tank, a 
walk-in equipment cabinet and a backup generator on the ground within the Water District’s fenced in 
area.  To minimize the visual impact of the antennas, they would be wrapped in a reflective material 
that allows them to blend into the background. 
 
The following list of tasks and activities represent the approximate scope of work for this solicitation. 
Respondents are encouraged to propose additional activities based on previous experience working 
with municipalities and communities in areas being considered for similar cellular installations.  

 

Task 1:   Review proposed plan submitted by Smartlink  

⮚ See attachments 1-11 

Task 2: Provide a peer review on all information prepared by Smartlink’s based on 
equipment proposed by Smartlink.  

Task 3:    Provide any additional pertinent scientific RF exposure information and 
interpretation of potential negative health effects as it applies to the proposed 4G installation as 
well as the possibility of 5G equipment expansion on the tower. 

86 Woodbridge Road 
York, Maine 03909 

Telephone: (207) 363-2265 
Fax: (207) 363-7338 

www.yorkwaterdistrict.org 



Task 4:   Review written communications YWD has received from neighborhood 
stakeholders and prepare follow-up informational briefs to assist the joint subcommittee in 
responding to community concerns.  See attachment 12. 

Task 5:   Review and comment on the links forwarded to YWD that concerned 
neighborhood stakeholders believe to have evidence of potential harm from the proposed 
installation.    

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20repor
t.pdf 

https://www.scribd.com/document/320935636/The-Health-Argument-against-Cell-Phones-and-
Cell-Towers 

https://cdnsciencepub.com/doi/full/10.1139/A10-018 

  
Task 6:   Explain FCC standards, how these standards are applied and how they are 
updated for new technologies or new information about current technologies.  

Task 7:  Are there known standards regarding distances between a cellular installation and 
residences within a certain area surrounding a wireless communication site on a tower with 
regard to radiation exposure. Explain the risks, biological and medical, associated with 
exposure.  

Task 8:  Explain why site selection is important and the reason Smartlink chose this tower 
location. Would there be other sites considered to provide similar wireless coverage? 

Task 9:  Provide feedback regarding potential diminished property values from an installation 
like the proposed. 

Task 10  Participate in two  (approximately 1.5 hours each) joint subcommittee meetings (YWD 
and neighborhood stakeholders). First meeting is intended for kick off, the second meeting is to 
report findings. 

Task 11:  Present findings and recommendations to YWD Board of Trustees so they can make 
an informed decision moving forward.  

Task 12:  Prepare a timeline to complete a final report. 

 
               

Please provide us with a copy of your qualifications and a list of previously completed projects. 

 

Any additional services not listed in this scope will not be completed without written District 
authorization. 

Estimated fee $   

Estimated number of hours to complete project     

Hourly rate $    

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/1474/reports/5G%20final%20report.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/320935636/The-Health-Argument-against-Cell-Phones-and-Cell-Towers
https://www.scribd.com/document/320935636/The-Health-Argument-against-Cell-Phones-and-Cell-Towers
https://cdnsciencepub.com/doi/full/10.1139/A10-018


ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. All meetings and interactions will be held remotely. 
2. The scope of this work will be delivered on a time and materials basis.  
3. Please note any tasks that you do not have the expertise to fully respond to. 

 
 

Proposals will be accepted at the York Water District's Office at 86 Woodbridge Road, York, Maine 
until 9:00 AM, local time, April 2, 2021; A sub-committee meeting will be held soon after to select a 
consultant. Proposals submitted after this time will not be accepted.  Proposal can be emailed to 
dneumann@yorkwaterdistrict.org  or mailed to 86 Woodbridge Road, York Maine 03909 
 
If you have any questions or concerns that you wish to address regarding this RFP, please do not 
hesitate to call Don Neumann at 207-363-2265 or e-mail at dneumann@yorkwaterdistrict.org 
 
  
Respectfully, 
 

 
Donald D. Neumann Jr.   
Superintendent     
York Water District    
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