
  
Meeting held at 86 Woodbridge Road, York ME 03909 

The District’s Main Office 

January 15, 2020 

 
President, Richard Boston called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. Others present were Treasurer – Richard 

Leigh, Trustee – Russ Peterson and Trustee - Stephen Rendall (participation by tele-conference). Staff present 

was Superintendent - Donald Neumann, Financial Manager – Patrick Desrosiers, Treatment Plant Manager – 

Ryan Lynch, Foreman – Larry Graham and Customer Service Person – Karen Hale.  

 

Trustee Boston started the meeting with a moment of silence for Andy Belliveau, who was a Trustee for the 

District for a total of 23 years. He passed away in the early morning on January 15th. 

 

On a motion made by Richard Leigh and duly seconded by Stephen Rendall, it was voted unanimously to 

accept the Minutes of the December 18, 2019 Board Meeting. 

 

No Public Comment. 

 

Treasurer Report:  

 

Treasurer, Richard Leigh said he met with Don and Patrick on January 14th to discuss the additional $40,000 

needed for the MTA project. The MTA plans to install emergency ramps from Route 91 onto the turnpike. 

There is a conflict with an existing watermain. 

 

The Financial Manager presented the Board with the monthly budget reports and income statement for review 

and discussion. The monthly revenue for December 2019 was on budget. The operating expenses were slightly 

over. The net income was slightly under budget. 

 

The Superintendent provided an update on the purchase of the Dickens property. The closing on December 30th 

went well. The deed and survey have been recorded with the Registry of Deeds. YWD now officially owns the 

property. The next step; Before we can bond the portion of the property that is in Chase’s watershed, the Maine 

Drinking Water Program required us to post a categorical exclusion legal notice in The York Weekly (this 

notice provides YWD with an exemption, so there is no need to complete an environmental assessment). 

MDWP also sent a notice to the abutters. Both documents allow for a public comment period. The closing with 

the Bond Bank is expected to be in February. Just a reminder, this land acquisition loan qualifies for $50,000 in 

principal forgiveness. Don explained that, when we prepared the 2020 capital budget, we were not sure when 

we would complete this purchase. Now that it is behind us, we have decided to adjust planned capital projects 

budget. The $7,500 budgeted to be used for 101 Middle Pond Road trail improvements will instead be used for 

the new entrance of the Red Management Road that cuts through the Dickens parcel. Trustee Peterson asked 

about the land that was not in the watershed. Don stated that per the agreement with Mrs. Dickens the land 

cannot be residentially or commercially developed. 

 

The Superintendent gave an overview on current projects. After the disappointing presentation from SmartLink 

during last month’s trustee meeting, Don sent an email the next day to Adrianne Banks asking if she would like 
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to discuss the Board’s questions? She replied and said she was all set for now. Don didn’t hear back from her 

until January 7th. During the December meeting, Trustees were clear that if SmartLink wants to advance this 

proposal that all their questions must be answered to their satisfaction.  Otherwise, they won’t consider 

advancing it to a public meeting. Trustee Rendall recommended writing a letter to AT&T concerning the rep’s 

terrible presentation. Don said that Dave Libby mentioned he could discuss this with AT&T for us.  

 

On January 30th, staff will be providing a treatment plant tour for employees of Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, & 

Wells Water District and Kittery Water District. Between 30 – 40 people are expected. This was set up as a 

networking event. It’s expected KKWWD & KWD will host similar events. On January 10th, Kittery Water 

District had a serious main break on Route 91. Noah and Larry were called in to open the interconnection at 

Route One South so we could supply water to Kittery. We provided them with our water for 5 ½ hours. We 

also issued a joint press release to show the collaboration between utilities. Unfortunately, a reporter for 

Seacoast online used our press release to write her own article.  The reporter put her own spin on the event. 

Don updated the Board on the status of the YWD/TOY lease amendment. The District’s attorney submitted a 

letter request to the MPUC for approval. As a first step MPUC posted a public notice for public comment. We 

expect a decision soon. We just learned that the Maine Turnpike Authority will be installing ramps on Route 

91 to access the turnpike. Don is recommending that YWD replace approximately 160’ cast iron pipe on the 

Bog Road side of the turnpike. With this unexpected cost of just under $50,000 we will need to make some 

adjustments to the 2020 capital budget. Don shared the brochure for the Maine Water Utilities Annual 

Conference and Trade Show on February 5th and 6th in Augusta. Don requested that the Trustees let him know 

as soon as possible if anyone would like to attend. Trustee Peterson asked who YWD uses as its Auditor? The 

District has been using Runyon Kersteen & Ouellette. Trustee Peterson mentioned that we should consider 

putting out an RFP with other firms in the future. 

 

Treatment Plant Manager, Ryan Lynch provided an overview on Southern Maine Regional Water Council’s 

plan to develop a subcommittee to prepare an RFP for a possible water costing study. The study will assist in 

determining the true cost to wheel water between water council members. The cost for the study is expected to 

be around $60,000. The subcommittee will apply for a grant to cover part of the cost. 

 

Foreman, Larry Graham discussed the results of the recent truck bid opening on December 18th. The bid was 

for a Ford F550. Key Ford in York won the bid. On January 16th there will be a bid opening for a stainless-steel 

dump body for the truck. We don’t expect delivery for a few months. The plan is to send our existing one-ton 

dump truck to the Resource Protection Office for watershed projects. This new dump truck will be used by the 

Distribution Crew. 

 

General Discussion: 

 

Trustee Boston inquired about the homeless couple that Gary writes about in his watershed reports. Don 

clarified that they do not camp in the watershed, but in various locations around Mt. Agamenticus. Trustee 

Boston also inquired about Goslin property encroachment issue. Don replied that just recently Civil 

Consultants placed 2 sideline property stakes so Goslin can see exactly where the YWD property line is. Don 

will also reach out to Mr. Goslin again to see if he has made any progress removing a corner of his shed from 

District property. The question came up regarding setbacks. Don stated setbacks are an issue between the 

Goslin’s and York Code Enforcement. Trustee Boston asked what YWD can do for Andy Belliveau’s family? 

Don recommended waiting for the obituary to see what is requested or we can provide food towards the 

service. All agreed. 

 

Trustee Boston adjourned the meeting at 3:15 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Richard Leigh 

Pro-tem Clerk 

York Water District 

 


