
 
LEGAL NOTICE – A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the York Water District was held at 2:00 pm on 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 through remote conferencing as recently approved by the Maine Public 

Utilities Commission.  

 
President, Richard Boston called the Meeting to order at 2:00 PM. Others present were Treasurer – Russell 

Peterson, Clerk – Stephen Rendall, Trustee – Richard Leigh and Trustee – Karen Arsenault. Staff present was 

Superintendent – Donald Neumann, Asst Superintendent – Gary Stevens, Financial Manager – Patrick 

Desrosiers, Treatment Plant Manager – Ryan Lynch, Financial Asst. – Shelley Kimball and Utility Coordinator 

– Todd Hill.  Also attending were several York residents, and Dan Bancroft of the York Weekly. 
 

On a motion made by Karen Arsenault and duly seconded by Russ Peterson, it was voted unanimously to 

accept the Minutes of the August 19, 2020 Board Meeting. 

 

Public Comments were made by:  

Wendy Roberts 

Laurie MacDonald 

Janet Drew 

Emily King 

Joe Goldstein 

Sharon Trafton 

Harvey Reed 

Christine Gsottschneider 

Donna Bakke 

Peter Goodwin 

Martha King 

 

The Financial Manager presented the Board with the August budget reports and income statement for review 

and discussion.  The monthly revenue for August exceeded budget by approximately $50,000. This was driven 

by higher than expected residential water use. Year-to-date revenue exceeded budget by approximately 

$76,000.  Year-to-date expenses remain under budget. Some of this is due to the timing of the completion of 

some planned projects while other projected spending will not occur. 

 

See what action the Board may take regarding a proposed AT&T installation of cellular antennas on the York 

Heights Water Tank. On a motion made by Trustee Rendall and duly seconded by Trustee Arsenault, it was 

voted unanimously to not vote today and move any proposed action on this item to next month’s agenda. 

 

See what action the Board will take on a request to continue construction of the “Red Watershed Management 

Road”. This project will tie the Red Management Road into Mountain Road. Gary explained due to the timing 

and purchasing of the Dickens Property the YWD did not apply for a grant this year nor was this road work in 

the 2020 Budget.  Gary asked the Board if they would allow him to use the proceeds of the 2020 timber harvest 

(less scholarship fund) and funds that had been budgeted for Nubble Road that was postponed for a year to 

finish the road.  On a motion made by Trustee Arsenault and duly seconded by Trustee Rendall, it was voted 
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unanimously to allow Gary to continue to move forward using the timber harvest proceeds to continue the 

Management Road not to exceed $60,000.  

 

Ryan gave an update on drought conditions.  The pond is currently -3ft, the pond is in better shape than the 

1993 drought.  He felt things would improve in September & October as the daily demand declines.  Trustee 

Boston asked that Ryan explain last month’s manganese issue. Don first explained that due COVID-19 and 

residents spending more time at home he made the decision not to do our annual flushing. The crew did flush 

the 250± dead ends for water quality.  Ryan explained that the manganese issue was reported at random sites.  

The Treatment Plant and Distribution Crews worked to flush areas around town and collecting samples. 

Sample results showed no negative water quality, only an aesthetic issue. End conclusion was that with an 

aging infrastructure annual flushing is needed. 

 

Trustee Boston felt the District should still post for the public to take water conservation measures.  Trustee 

Rendall asked Don if administration felt the same way as this was a Board decision at last month meeting.  

Don agreed voluntary measures should be in place. 

 

Trustee Peterson asked if there were any issues with the transfer of water from Kittery.  Don explained that we 

took raw water from Kittery for 10 days with no issues. 

 

Don gave an update on current projects: 

• The 2-16” valves for flood control at Chase’s Pond Dam have been completed. This project came in under 

budget.  While to divers were here Don had them inspect the sluice gate (dated back to the 1950’s) and 

found it in rough shape, Staff is working on a plan to replace this valve as well. 

 

• Grondin started work installing the 500ft of future main on US Route One at the Connector Road.  

 

• COVID update-in order for the Treatment Plant personnel to meet the social distancing at work we had to 

rent a trailer for 2 operators.  Michael Moulton our Chief Operator is retiring in October and once that 

happens there will be some rearranging at the Treatment Plant and RPO to get all operators back into both 

facilities and return the trailer. 

 

• Nan Graves invited Don and Patrick to the Annual Budget Meeting. As they are having an in-person 

meeting Don decided not to attend, instead Patrick will email over the financial statements for the meeting.  

This information is valuable to the Town as they report on a fiscal year and the District reports on a 

calendar year so if there is a rate increase it is important for them to know for budget reasons.  There is no 

planned rate increase for 2021. 

 

General Discussion: 

 

• Trustee Peterson asked if the new valves at the dam are secure from vandalism. Don explained that 

there the site is secure. 

• Patrick asked due to COVID-19 if the Trustees would be willing to delay sending out RFP for an 

auditor. Patrick felt that the audit would most likely be remote and working with a new auditor would 

be somewhat difficult.  It was the consensus of the Board to delay sending out the RFP. 

• Trustee Boston received a letter from the York Housing Authority asking to meet with the Board again 

and state their case.  Trustee Rendall felt there was nothing in the letter that would have him change 

his vote.  Trustee Arsenault expressed that the YWD has a policy and therefore York Housing 

Authority should appeal to the PUC. Trustee Boston will draft a letter in response to the York Housing 

Authority addressing the appeals process. 

 

President Boston adjourned the meeting at 3:30 pm. 

 

  
 

 


